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REPORT. 


To  the  Chair  man  and  Members  of  the  Stafford 

Rural  District  Councit. 


East  Gate, 

Stafford, 

April,  1932. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
health  of  the  Stafford  Rural  District  for  1931. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  issues  instructions  regarding 
annual  reports,  and  the  following  report  is  based  on  their 
requirements,  and  arrangeci  according  to  their  schedule. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54,465  Acres 

Population  (as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General)  ...  9,664 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1931)  ...  2,492 

Rateable  Value  .  . £44,664 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  £174 

The  chief  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Rural 
District  is  Agriculture.  A  minority  are  residents  whose  work 
takes  them  into  the  County  Town,  where  the  chief  indus- 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total 

M.| 

F. 

Live 

^Legitimate  ...174 

92 

82^ 

1  Birth  Rate  per 
hi, 000  of  the  esti- 

Births 

J  Illegitimate  .. .  4 

2 

2J 

1 

1  mated  resident 
population  18'4. 

1  Rate  per  1,000 
Total  (live  and 

Stielbirths  .  7 

3 

1 

,  stillbirths) births 
39*3. 

1  Death  Rate  per 

1 1,000  of  the  esti- 

Deaths 

. 122 

53 

69 

1  mated  resident 
’population  12’6. 

Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and 


childbirth  ; — 

From;  sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age  : — 

All  infants  per  i,ooo  live  births  ...  ...  56.1 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  44.9 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  11.2 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  2 


There  was  no  outstanding  cause  of  sickness  which  was 
specially  noteworthy  in  the  area  during  the  year,  with  the 
exception  of  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria 
(see  Infectious  Diseases) . 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  are  : 

Herbert  Marson,  M.D.,  B.S.Durh.,  L.R.C.P.Lond., 
F.R.C.S.Eng.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (whole  time). 

James  W.  Cook,  M.R.S.L,  Certified  Meat  Inspector, 
Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time) . 
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Hospital  Accommodation. — There  are  no  hospitals 
within  the  District.  There  have  been  no  alterations  or 
developments  in  arrangements  for  receiving  patients  from  the 
Rural  District  in  the  Stafford  Borough  Hospitals,  as  des¬ 
cribed  in  detail  in  my  1930  Annual  Report. 

Midwives. — There  are  about  eight  in  the  District,  and 
they  are  supplied  by,  and  are  under  the  supervision  of,  the 
County  Council.  The  Midwives  also  act  as  Health  Visitors. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — Bacteriological  specimens  are 
sent  direct  to  the  County  Council  Laboratory  by  the  prac¬ 
titioners  concerned,  and  also  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
as  occasion  arises. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — For  Infectious  Cases  :  The 
Borough  Authorities  undertake  to  remove  these  cases  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  have  a  properly  equipped  motor 
ambulance. 

For  Non-Inf ectious  and  Accident  Cases  :  The  Borough 
motor  ambulance  may  be  hired  for  these  cases. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  occurring  in  the 
District  during  the  year  was  27,  compared  with  35  in  1930. 
This  makes  a  rate  of  2.7  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
compared  with  a  rate  of  3.8  the  previous  year. 

There  was  an  increase  of  ii  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria.  The  cases  occurred  mostly  in  the  parish  of 
Colwich.  This  was  traced  in  part  to  a  contaminated  water 
supply,  but  owing  to  active  and  energetic  examination  of 
contacts  by  the  Bacteriological  Department  of  the  Count}/ 
Council,/  and  the  isolation  of  such  infected  contacts,  the 
epidemic,  which  appeared  at  one  time  to  be  a  disturbing 
source  of  anxiety,  was  rapidly  cut  short. 

In  addition  to  the  contaminated  water  supply  as  being 
the  cause  of  this  increase  in  numbers,  at  least  three  cases 
v/ere  found  to  have  been  introduced  into  the  District  from 
surrounding  areas. 

One  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  has  occurred 
during  the  year. 

The  practitioners  in  the  District  have  made  full  use  of 
the  privileges  accorded  to  them  of  having  bacteriological 
specimens  examined  by  the  County  Analyst, 
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There  have  been  no  primary  vaccinations,  or  re-vacci¬ 
nations,  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under 
the  Public  Health  (Small  Pox  Prevention)  Regulations, 
IQ17. 

Every  case  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  schools  is 
notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

No  cases  of  Anthrax  or  Rabies  in  human  beings  have 
occurred  during  the  year. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1931. 


DISEASE 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Total 

Deaths. 

Small  Pox  .. 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

21 

Nil 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

Nil 

Puerperal  Fever... 

Nil 

Nil 

Pneumonia . 

9 

6 

Encephalitis  Dethargica 

Nil 

1 

Fh'ysipelas  .. 

1 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

Nil 

All  except  very  exceptional  cases  of  infectious  disease 
are  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


In  cases  not  removed,  every  care  is  taken  to  insure 
that  suitable  isolation  in  the  patienPs  own  home  is  provided. 
In  no  case  is  Scarlet  Fever  allowed  to  be  isolated  at  a  home 
where  milk  is  produced. 
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Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases 
notified  in  1931 

• 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  . 

1  . 

1 

1 

5  . 

1 

1 

10  . 

1 

15  . 

20  . 

25  . 

1 

1 

35  . 

2 

2 

45  . 

1 

55  . 

1 

65  and  upwards 

1 

Totals 

3 

2 

2 

Nil 

4 

3 

The  primary  notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has 
been  more  satisfactorily  carried  out  since  I  had  occasion  to 
draw  attention  to  this  matter. 


The  one  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified  during 
the  year  was  treated  at  home,  and  the  patient’s  vision  was 
unimpaired. 
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SPECIAL  REPORTS  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH. 


Unclean  Milk. 

Several  complaints  were  received  last  year  regarding 
the  production  of  unclean  milk.  This  is  due  to  various 
causes.  Cowhouses  are  from,'  time  to  time  being  re-con¬ 
structed,  but  in  some  instances  there  appears  to  be  no  definite 
plan  in  mind  of  the  objects  to  be  secured  in  order  to  obtain 
the  most  desirable  results.  Such  objects  are  best  secured 
under  the  following  heads  — 

(a)  A  suitable  stand  which  should  become  automatically 
free  from  the  droppings,  and  a  grip  in  which  urine 
immediately  drains  away. 

(b)  Labour  saving  which  indirectly  conduces  to  greater 
cleanliness. 

(c)  Suitable  ventilation  which  eliminates  draught. 

(d)  The  most  economical  method  of  securing  such 
objects. 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  discuss  these  points  with  any  persons 
interested  in  the  subject,  and  to  produce  a  plan  of  a  model 
cowhouse,  giving  full  details  of  all  the  points  embodied  in 
the  most  suitable  requirements. 


Drinking  Water  to  Mill  Cottages,  Great  Haywood. 

For  the  past  12  months  the  drinking  water  to  these  five 
cottages  has  been  grossly  polluted  with  sewage  contamination, 
and  three  cases  of  infectious  diseases  have  occurred  in  separate 
cottages,  viz.,  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  two  cases  of 
Diphtheria.  This  pump  has  now  been  closed  as  being 
dangerous  for  drinking. 

In  November  a  well  was  discovered  in  the  cellar  of  one 
of  these  cottages,  which  was  said  to  be  spring  water.  A 
sample  of  this  water  was  taken  and  submitted  to  the  County 
Council  Bacteriologist  and  Analyst,  and  showed  recent 
sewage  pollution.  The  well  was  cleansed,  and  further  samples 
gave  similar  results.  A  further  cleansing  and  analysis  is  to 
take  place.  It  is  hoped  that  a  supply  of  pure  drinking  water 
may  be  accorded  to  these  cottages,  more  especially  as  a  pure 
supply  passes  through  the  village  in  pipes  from  the  Sta&rd 
Borough  Water  Works, 


Aims  Houses,  Colwich. 

During  an  inspection  in  August  last,  I  found  in  a  colony 
of  nine  alms  houses,  each  containing  one  or  more  occupants, 
that  there  was  only  one  closet,  with  accommodation  for  one 
person  available  for  the  nine  houses. 

This  was  reported  to  the  Council,  who  ordered  further 
accommodation  to  be  provided,  but  owing  to  lack  of  funds 
the  Trustees  to  the  Charity  have  been  unable  to  provide  this. 

As  such  a  state  of  affairs  is  unthinkable,  it  is  hoped 
that  further  accommodation  may  be  provided  in  the  near 
future. 

Overcrowding . 

There  is  some  overcrowding  in  the  District,  and  there 
are  houses  which  are  unfit  for  hum.an  habitation,  but  under 
the  stress  of  present  financial  conditions,  it  is  not  practical 
to  remedy  the  state  of  affairs. 

Slaughterhouse . 

There  is  in  the  District  a  slaughterhouse  for  human  food, 
and  on  the  same  premises  is  carried  on  the  trade  of  a 
knacker.  This  I  consider  most  unsatisfactory,  and  should 
be  discontinued. 

Sanitary  Convenience. 

At  Milford,  in  the  parish  of  Berkswich,  situated  at  the 
edge  of  Cannock  Chase,  and  a  very  popular  resort  for  many 
chousands  through  the  summer,  there  has  for  years  been  an 
urgent  need  for  a  sanitary  convenience.  During  the  past 
year  one  for  both  sexes  has  been  provided. 

HERBERT  MARSON, 

M.D.,  B.S.Durh.,  L.R.C.P.Lond.,  F.R.C.S.Eng. 


9 


REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

The  water  supply  could  be  approximately  summarized 


as  follows  — 

Tap  water  supplied  by  the  Stafford  Corporation  mains 


to  !■ — 

Berkswich 

344  Houses 

Brocton  . 

86  Houses 

Castle  Church 

212  Houses 

Colwich 

184  Houses 

Creswell 

25  Houses 

Tixall 

18  Houses 

Tap  water  supplied  by  the  Stafford  County  Councihs 
own  pumping  plant  to  : — 

Whitgreave 

18  Small  Holdings 

Yarlet 

6  Small  Holdings 

Marston 

16  Small  Holdings 

Whitgreave 

I  Private  House 

Yarlet 

3  Private  Houses 

Tap  water  supplied  by  the 

Ingestre  Estate  private 

pumping  plant  to  : — 

Hopton 

3  Farms 

Hopton 

27  Cottages 

Weston  Bank 

3  Fanns 

Weston  Bank 

7  Cottages 

Ingestre 

5  Houses 

Samples  are  taken  periodically 

by  the  several  owners  ; 

and  the  water  is  of  satisfactory  quality. 

There  are  some  1,575  wells  within  the  area. 
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Some  20  samples  of  well  water  were  taken,  and  generally 
found  satisfactory.  However,  as  a  result  of  the  analysis  of 
the  well  water  at  the  Lock  Farm,  Tixall,  the  owner  laid  on 
tap  water,  half  a  mile  extension  from  the  main. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  pollution 
of  streams. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Stafford  Corporation  sewer  has  been  available  for 
drainage  for  some 

94  Houses  in  Castle  Church. 

25  Houses  in  Creswell. 

II  Houses  in  Milford. 


Where  sewers  are  not  available  drainage  is  made  to 
semi-septic  tanks  or  cesspits,  and  on  the  whole  there  are 
very  few  complaints. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Approximately  the  figures  are  1,918  water  closets,  1.043 
pans,  and  231  privies. 

Each  householder  is  required  to  cleanse  his  premises, 
including  earth  closets,  privies,  cesspits,  and  ashpits,  with  the 
exception  of  60  houses  in  Castle  Church,  where  the  Council 
has  a  contract  with  the  Stafford  Corporation  to  collect  the 
house  refuse. 

Scavenging. 

Ashtips  are  provided  in  various  parts  of  the  District, 
namely,  Tixall,  Little  Tixall,  Stowe,  Weston,  Salt  and 
Hopton  ;  but  others  are  required. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area. 

Houses  reconditioned  under  the  Housing  Rural  Workers 
Act,  I. 

Houses  reconditioned  by  Owners  ...  4 

Houses  dilapidated  ...  ...  ...  13,  Repaired  ii 

Drainage  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  68,  Remedied  68 

Slaughter  House  Inspection  90 


II 


Knackers  Yard  Inspection 

II 

Butchers’  Shops  Inspection 

.  .  20 

Grocers’  Shops  Inspection 

10 

Dairy  Farm  Inspection  ... 

00 

0 

Bake  House  Inspection  ... 

20 

Tuberculosis  Cases 

9 

Public  Houses  reconditioned 

5 

Cowsheds  reconditioned  ... 

6 — 6  Farms 

Cowshed  Floors  improved 

8 

Notice  to  Cleanse  Cows  ... 

18 

Smoke  Abatement. 

There  are  three  factory  chimneys  : — 

1.  The  Colwich  Brick  and  Tile  Works. 

2.  The  Milford  Pumping  Station. 

3.  The  United  Dairies  at  Weston. 

These  all  practically  consume  their  own  smoke,  and 
there  were  no  complaints  during  1931. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  Controlled  by 
Byelaws  or  Regulations. 

The  Stafford  County  Council  has  adopted  Byelaws  pro¬ 
hibiting  the  deposit  of  litter  in  streets,  highways,  public 
places,  and  vacant  common  lands. 

The  Rural  District  Council  maintains  notice  boards, 
displaying  the  County  Byelaws,  with  wire  receptacles  at¬ 
tached  for  waste  paper  and  general  litter  on  Milford  Chase. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  schools  is  well  maintained, 
and  the  follov/ing  Elementary  Schools  are  supplied  with  tap 
water  from  the  Stafford  Corporation  mains  : — Berkswich, 
Rickerscote,  Hyde  Lea,  and  Colwich. 

The  Marston  School  is  served  by  the  County  Council’s 
pumping  plant.  The  remaining  schools  depend  on  well 
water, 
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Housing. 

Number  of  Houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  ...  35 

With  State  Assistance  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  2 

B}'  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  3/ear  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  included  under  Sub¬ 
head  (i)  above  which  were  inspected  and  re¬ 
corded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925,  and  the  number  of  inspections  made  23 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  13 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  Informal  Action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses,  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : 

(a)  By  Owner  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Two  small  cottages  made  into  one 

thoroughly  reconditioned. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owner  Nil 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declaration  by  Owners  of  intention  to  close  2 

B — Proceeding  under  the  Public  Plealth  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

C — Proceedings  under  Section  ii,  14,  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year  : — 

A — Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

C — Proceedings  under  Section  19  and  21  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

D — Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  Nil 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  483  registered  dairy  farms  and  dairies  within 
the  District  regularly  inspected  as  near  by  as  possible  at 
milking  time. 

Samples  are  taken  by  the:  Stafford  County  Council, 
which  examined  for  bacterial  contents  and  for  tubercle 
bacilli. 

The  County  Council  notified  to  the  Stafford  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  seven  complaints  during  1931  of  dirty  milk. 

Immediate  action  was  taken  by  the  District  Council,  and 
every  assistance  was  given  to  the  seven  dairy  farmers  to  im¬ 
prove  the  conditions  of  the  milk. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order,  1923,  is  opera¬ 
ted  by  the  County  Council. 

The  work  of  reconditioning  of  cowsheds,  and  the  im¬ 
provement  of  floors,  is  progressing  steadily.  The  amount 
expended  by  owners  on  dairy  premises  is  very  considerable. 


Meat  and  Other  Food. 

During  1931  there  were  two  registered  and  seven  licensed 
slaughter  houses  and  one  knackers  yard  within  the  District. 

90  inspections  of  slaughter  houses,  mostly  at  times  of 
killing,  and  ii  inspections  of  the  knackers  yard. 

Usually  the  butchers’  meat  is  of  fine  quality.  The  five 
small  butchers’  shops  are  kept  clean  and  regularly  inspected. 

The  several  small  grocers’  shops  are  inspected  and  found 
clean. 


Adulterations. 

Any  action  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is 
undertaken  by  the  Stafford  County  Council. 


J.  W.  COOK,  M.R.S.I., 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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